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THE RABBI’S STUDY
Rabbi Jonathan L. Jackson

The Jewish story in modern history has been framed as one of a tragic leaving at the hands of intolerance or
oppression, and return through struggle and hope. We need to think only of the modern Zionist movement,
our Rabbinic holiday of Hanukah, meaning “rededication,” to see this theme borne out. But, the roots of our
living tradition, as we see them in our Torah teaches us the importance of “leaving,” ויצא, for spiritual
transformation. True transformation means attaining for yourself the discipline of leaving behind the
familiar, and sometimes totally. True leaving is undaunted courage, and Gd asks this of every one of us
human beings.

The texture of the world of dreams is wholly unlike the physical, orderly, and well-understood structure of
the waking world. Heaven speaks to us in dreams in the ancient world, and in the modern world, we frame
this as a dialogue between the conscious mind and the unconscious mind, or the repair and restructuring of
the brain.

We read in the the Torah not only that Jacob sets out “ויצא” but also that he leaves the waking world to the
strange universe of the dream: “Jacob left Beer-sheba, and set out for Haran. He came upon a certain place
and stopped there for the night, for the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of that place, he put it under
his head and lay down in that place. He had a dream; a stairway was set on the ground and its top reached
to the sky, and messengers of God were going up and down on it. And standing beside him was יהוה, who
said, “I am יהוה, the God of your father Abraham’s [house] and the God of Isaac’s [house]: the ground on
which you are lying I will assign to you and to your offspring (Genesis 28:10, ff.).”

What I want to draw your attention to is the notion of an anchor between the world of the living and
conscious and the strange world of dreams—so strange is it that it materializes for Jacob as one in which Gd
Gdself appears with a body (!)—notice the stone.  Jacob consciously takes a stone to place under his head.
Jacob does this to have a point of contact between the old and the new.

One of the things that happens to people when they set about to transform themselves is that they go forth,
as our tradition advises, to somewhere new, toward an aspiration or a hope. As the kids from Hebrew School
can tell you from our learning this week, at the center of the Hebrew word for hope, תקוה, is the word for a
“straight line” that you draw from where you want to be where to need to go as you go forth, and that word
is קו. But in placing the stone between his dream and his waking life, Jacob maintains a point of connection
between the very spot and substance where he lays his head to rest and the location and material where he
opened his eyes in the world of the dream. He did not draw a line, but rather chose a point of integrity that
was unchanged between the beginning and the end of his journey.

And that is the message with which I want to leave you tonight. To succeed in self-transformation, in going
forth from not only where but also from who and what you are, you must lay that stone for yourself. You
can’t obliterate the self, abnegate the way Gd made you as a unique individual in the world. You carry with
you those best and most unique parts of yourself.

Just as the stone of the waking world was the stone of the dreaming world, so too was Jacob himself the
same set of attributes, weaknesses, and strengths in the dream world where he met Gd and was
transformed as he was in his waking, physical self. So too must you be when you set out to change and
grow, as we all must. Do not draw a line and cast yourself away; hold on to the stone of your integrity and go
forth to the new, with the truth that who and what you are was already enough and beautiful.



January 3

Gary Maddox
Bessie Betty Kraut
Sanford “Sandy” Halprin Daniel
Mattie Greenfield
Gertrude C. Baer
Joseph Harrison Sikora, Jr.
Ira Cossin
Dora Cohen
Frieda I. Berk

January 10

Fannie F. Meyers
Jacob Mordecai Pitlick
Bessie Pitlick
Michelle Bushman Williams
David Yudeles
Ada Berman Daniel
Fannie Polis
Katherine Chambers
Thelma Wexler Nomberg

January 17

Aaron Samuel Pollock
Dove L. Smith
Isidore Nomberg
Jean Birnberg
Leo Silverfield
Lillian Rosen
Faye Rainbow
Saul Klar
Charles Bernard Daniel

May the beauty of their lives shine forever, and may we always bring honor to their memories.”May the beauty of their lives shine forever, and may we always bring honor to their memories.”

January 24

Isabel Shapera Marblestone
Samuel Allen Behrman
Rose T. Katz
Florence Blumenfeld Angel
Rebecca Kraselsky Kline
Lonnie Williams, Jr.
Ida Cohen Schwartz
Israel Rimson
Zippra Chava Schreiber

January 31

Joel E. Schaffer
Steve Perry
Edwina Schmidtke



SIMCHAT SHABBAT
JANUARY 2025

MI SHEBERACH
A PRAYER FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING

02 - CANTOR NEIL SCHWARTZ
03 - SUSAN FRUMIN
15 - BILL BARNES
24 - ABBY ANDERSON
28 - HELEN LIFLAND
28 - DAVID BRION
29 - JAY SOLOMON
29 - DR. STEFAN ZWEIG
29 - EMILY ARENSON
29 - CHARNENE BLAISDELL

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!
25 - LEIGH & DR. JEFF WILLENS

EDA FELDMAN
PETER FELDMAN
SARA LOZANO
GILBERT LOZANO
MIKE STUFFEL
KATHY STOUT
JINIESE CRAWFORD
MARCUS WOODWORTH
ADAM JETTER
JUDY ANN DEAL
DEAN MITCHELL
GABE TUFANO
PHILLIP RAY

SIMCHAT SHABBAT IS TYPICALLY CELEBRATED ON THE FOURTH FRIDAY OF THE MONTH.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

JANE YECHELI
JOE RUGGIERO
EDDA BECK-GILMORE
ERIC GILMORE
REGINA STEVENS
BEVERLY BUGDA
ALLEN MANNING
PAT GLAZER
DOTTIE BROWN
DEBRA SANSONE
BERYL COSSIN
LISA HOLLAND
ROBERTA MARBLESTONE

STEPHEN HOLLAND
LENARD CARROLL
PATRICIA FRANCIS
KELLI PETERSON
ROSE CANIGLIA
STEPHANIE OWENS
JANICE STEFFEN



TEMPLE EMANU-EL
TZEDEKAH,
MITZVAHS & MAZELS

TEMPLE EMANU-EL GENERAL FUND
Gary Wakstein
   Yahrzeit of Irving Wakstein

Dianna Sue Bryant

Cindy & Hayne Hollis
   In honor of Laura & Larry Blumberg

CEMETERY FUND
Beth, Steven Schaffer
   Yahrzeits of Nathan Schaffer,
   Dr. B. David Polis
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